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years ago, history has asked much of us in 
our time. (February 18, 1983) 

Mr. President, it is my hope that Mr. 
Wiedemann will do a more noteworthy 
job in Cambodia supporting democracy, 
human rights, and the rule of law than 
his lackluster performance in Burma. I 
will be following his tenure in Cam-
bodia to ensure that he does. 

I have had this nomination on hold 
for more than a year. During that 
time, Mr. Wiedemann has waged a cam-
paign to support his nomination, en-
ergy which might have been better di-
rected by securing the declared U.S. 
goal of restoring the National League 
for Democracy to office. Nonetheless, I 
do not think one Senator should 
thwart the nomination process. So, I 
leave it to my colleagues to allow his 
nomination to move forward. I, for one, 
vote no. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want to 
say that we in the Senate tend to look 
at these nominations as mere numbers. 
Because we deal with so many nomina-
tions in this body, we tend to forget 
that these numbers stand for real peo-
ple whose lives and dreams we are de-
ciding upon. 

I would like to talk in particular 
about one of these numbers, number 77. 
He is someone who, in a way, rep-
resents all of these numbers. 

Number 77—otherwise known as Dr. 
Ikram Khan—is a resident of the State 
of Nevada, and one of the most impor-
tant citizens we have in Nevada. He has 
served on the Nevada State Board of 
Medical Examiners. He has been in-
volved in many, many charitable ac-
tivities over the course of the past two 
decades. He is a skilled physician, an 
outstanding surgeon. He comes from a 
very substantial family, a family that 
is highly regarded in the State of Ne-
vada. 

I say these things because Dr. Khan 
is an outstanding man. And he is all 
the more remarkable because he is a 
new citizen of the United States—he 
immigrated from Pakistan. He exem-
plifies what is good about our country. 
He is someone who has come here from 
another country on another continent, 
arrived in the United States, and hit 
the ground running. He worked hard 
and made a name for himself and his 
family and built a successful career in 
a very short time. 

And he was able to do all of that 
while taking the time to help others. 
I’m not even including those whose 
health and lives he has saved in his 
medical practice. I can’t think of an 
event held in Nevada involving the 
public good that he has not been in-
volved with in some way. We recently 
inaugurated a new Governor of the 
State of Nevada. Dr. Khan served very 
capably on his transition team. 

In short, number 77 is an outstanding 
person, just as are all of these people 
who are numbered here, 18, 72, 73, 74, 77 
through 91. It’s regrettable that we 
here tend to rush through these nomi-
nations, for each one of these people 
will dedicate significant time and ef-
fort in service to this country. 

Many of these nominations are of 
men and women who are being pro-
moted to general officers in the armed 
forces, or are being promoted within 
the rank of general. Dr. Khan, however, 
will serve as a Member of the Board of 
Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences, a nomi-
nation that I think sets him apart even 
in this group of good and able men and 
women. He will serve the University 
and this country at his own expense. 
He will devote many hours and days 
and weeks of his time doing this, and 
he does it willingly. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 27, 
1999 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, May 27. I further ask that on 
Thursday, immediately following the 
prayer, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the morning hour be 
deemed to have expired, and the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day. I further ask con-
sent that the Senate then resume the 
Department of Defense authorization 
bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. GRASSLEY. For the information 
of all Senators, the Senate will resume 
consideration of the Department of De-
fense authorization bill at 9:30 a.m. By 
a previous order, the Senate will imme-
diately begin debate on the Allard 
amendment regarding the Civil Air Pa-
trol. Further, a vote will occur in rela-
tion to the Allard amendment at 10 
a.m. It is the intention of the bill man-
agers to complete action on this bill 
early in the day tomorrow, and there-
fore cooperation of all Senators is ap-
preciated. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I now ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate stand in adjournment under 
the previous order, following some re-
marks I am going to make. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HUTCHINSON). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 

f 

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, Older 
Americans Month is drawing to a close. 
Before it ends, I would like to describe 
another Iowan whose accomplishments 
reflect an ageless spirit. 

MARGARET SWANSON 
Margaret Swanson of Des Moines has 

been called the city’s ‘‘best known and 
most beloved volunteer.’’ Approaching 
age 80, she has completed 50 years of 
volunteer service. 

Despite her pledge to slow down, she 
still maintains a heavy schedule. She 
estimates that she volunteers 20 hours 
to 25 hours a week. Sometimes, she has 
four or five board meetings in a single 
day. 

New causes present themselves, and 
Mrs. Swanson is not of a mind to say 
no. Her varied interests have included 
the Iowa Lutheran Hospital, the Amer-
ican Red Cross, the Girl Scouts, the 
East Des Moines Chamber of Commerce 
and the Iowa Caregivers Foundation. 
She identifies a need, immerses herself 
in the task and produces the desired re-
sult. 

When her church needed an elevator, 
she raised money to buy one. When a 
used car center tried to open in her 
neighborhood, she fought for a day care 
center instead. When a home for chil-
dren had an out-of-tune piano, she 
found an inexpensive tuner. No chal-
lenge appears too large or too small for 
her attention. 

Mrs. Swanson’s volunteer work has 
earned her such esteem that other 
community activists clear their ideas 
with her before proceeding. Her fellow 
volunteers prize her knowledge and 
judgment. 

Age doesn’t seem to play a role in 
Mrs. Swanson’s approach to vol-
unteerism. She is an outstanding vol-
unteer, rather than an outstanding sen-
ior volunteer. Growing older means 
only that she brings more experience 
and more wisdom to her work. In vol-
unteerism, as in so many other aspects 
of life, maturity is an asset, certainly 
not a liability. 

During Older Americans Month, I 
want to thank Mrs. Swanson for her 
limitless gifts of time and energy to 
the citizens of Des Moines. By setting 
high standards of altruism, and by in-
spiring new generations of volunteers, 
Mrs. Swanson perfectly illustrates the 
theme of Older Americans Month, 
‘‘Honor the Past, Imagine the Future: 
Toward a Society for All Ages.’’ 

ED JOHNSTON 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, there 

is a saying that success is the repeti-
tion of meaningful acts day after day. 
The most successful individuals iden-
tify a single purpose and work toward 
that cause in any capacity they can 
find. 

An Iowan named Ed Johnston per-
fectly fits this definition of success. 
Mr. Johnston, of Humboldt, Iowa, tire-
lessly devotes his days to helping peo-
ple with disabilities. He serves on the 
Governor’s Developmental Disabilities 
Council, a position he earned after im-
mersing himself in learning about the 
agencies that serve those with disabil-
ities. 

Several days a week, he volunteers at 
the Humboldt County Courthouse to 
help people with special needs in five 
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